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Debt Limit Increase Passes Congress: The Fiscal 

Responsibility Act of 2023 passed the House and 
Senate with broad bipartisan support. This bill would 
raise the United States’ debt ceiling to ensure federal 

debts are paid on time, otherwise many federal 
benefits could be in jeopardy. The VFW is glad to see 
this legislation pass both chambers of Congress. This 

bill now heads to the president for signature. 
  

 

 

Senate Committee Holds Nomination Hearing: 
The Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs held a 
hearing to consider the nomination of Tanya J. 

Bradsher to be the Deputy Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. Bradsher is an Army veteran, and would be 
the first woman appointed to VA’s second highest 
position if confirmed. She stated in her testimony, 

“I’ve seen what it looks like when one of my fellow 
soldiers transitions out of the military and gets the 
support they deserve from VA how they live happier, 

healthier, more-fulfilled lives.” Watch the hearing, 
which begins at the 14:43 mark. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mental Health Care Services During 
Transition: The Military Health System’s inTransition 

program aids service members, veterans, and 
retirees — regardless of component, time served, or 
discharge category — to establish or transfer mental 

health care during times of transition. This program is 
a free service that is not time limited. It is staffed with 
qualified coaches familiar with military culture who 

stand ready to assist individuals to connect with the 
care they need. Read more. 
 

https://www.veterans.senate.gov/2023/5/to-consider-the-nomination-of-tanya-j-bradsher-to-be-deputy-secretary-department-of-veterans-affairs
https://health.mil/Military-Health-Topics/Centers-of-Excellence/Psychological-Health-Center-of-Excellence/inTransition#:~:text=The%20inTransition%20program%20is%20a,Returning%20from%20deployment


 
 
 
 
 

 

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 

Agency announced three burial updates for service 
members who have been missing and unaccounted-
for from World War II and Korea. Returning home for 

burial with full military honors are: 
--Army Pvt. Robert R. Gruwell, 20, of Los 
Angeles, California, was assigned to Company G, 

3rd Battalion, 517th Parachute Regimental Combat 
Team. On Aug. 15, 1944, he went missing during 
Operation Dragoon, and was later declared killed in 

action on May 15, 1945. He will be buried in 
Riverside, California, on June 8, 2023. Read about 
Gruwell.  

--Army Pfc. Billy A. DeBord, 18, of Miamisburg, 
Ohio, was a member of F Company, 2nd Battalion, 
5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, Eighth 

U.S. Army. He was reported missing in action on July 
25, 1950. The Army issued a presumptive finding of 
death on Dec. 31, 1953. He will be buried in his 

hometown on Nov. 11, 2023. Read about DeBord.  
--Army Pfc. Leonard E. Adams, 25, of Dana, 
Indiana, was assigned to Headquarters Company, 

3rd Battalion, 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry 
Division. He was killed on Jan. 20, 1945, near 
Reipertswiller, France, and was later declared non-

recoverable on May 4, 1951. He will be buried in 
Radcliff, Kentucky, on a date yet to be determined. 
Read about Adams.  

 
 

Click here to view this week’s edition. 
 

Click here for past editions of the VFW Action Corps Weekly. 
 

Click here to sign up new veterans’ advocates. 

 
As always, we want to hear your advocacy stories. To share your stories or photos with us, simply email 

them directly to vfwac@vfw.org. 

 

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3162889/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-gruwell-r/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3162889/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-gruwell-r/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3411126/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-debord-b/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3409805/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-adams-l/
https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweeklyarchive
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org

