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Beware of VA Claim Sharks: Last week, Senate 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Jon Tester 

(D-MT) and Ranking Member Jerry Moran (R-KS) 

sent a letter to VA Secretary McDonough highlighting 

the continued need for VA to work with veterans 

service organizations to inform and protect veterans 

from predatory claims consultants. As the VFW 

reported in the June/July 2021 issue of the VFW 

magazine, these predatory companies, referred to as 

“claim sharks,” coach veterans in filing VA disability 

claims with promises of increasing their ratings while 

charging fees and taking a portion of the veterans’ 

compensation. Accredited veterans service 

organizations like the VFW have service officers who 

provide claims assistance to veterans free of charge, 

as is the law. If you or someone you know have been 

charged fees for VA claims assistance, please 

contact the VFW at vfw@vfw.org.   

 
 

 

VA Discontinuing My HealtheVet Advanced 
Accounts: As of September 2021, My HealtheVet 
Advanced accounts will be discontinued and revert to 
Basic, unless the accounts are upgraded to 
Premium. A Premium account allows access to 
request and track current VA prescriptions; view, 
download and print VA health information; send and 
receive secure online messages; and view, schedule, 
reschedule, and cancel VA appointments. Upgrade 
today. 
 
 

https://www.veterans.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Letter%20to%20McDonough%20re%20Pension%20Outreach%20Plan.pdf
http://digitaledition.qwinc.com/publication/?m=3914&i=704409&p=26&ver=html5
http://digitaledition.qwinc.com/publication/?m=3914&i=704409&p=26&ver=html5
mailto:vfw@vfw.org
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/90996/healthevet-advanced-accounts-will-discontinued/
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/web/myhealthevet/upgrading-your-my-healthevet-account-through-in-person-or-online-authentication
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/web/myhealthevet/upgrading-your-my-healthevet-account-through-in-person-or-online-authentication


 

House Holds Hearing on VA Education 
Improvements: On Tuesday, the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity held 
a hearing on VA’s education programs. Executive 
Director of VA Education Service Charmain Bogue 
provided updates on the Department’s education 
upgrades since the Johnny Isakson and David P. 
Roe, M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits 
Improvement Act of 2020 passed last year. Bogue 
and the subcommittee members discussed 
participation levels of critical VA training programs, 
and much needed IT upgrades that are currently 
underway. Watch the hearing, which begins at the 
3:10 mark.  
 

 

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency announced two burial updates and five new 
identifications for service members who have been 
missing and unaccounted-for from World War II and 
Vietnam: 
-- Air Force Maj. Paul A. Avolese, 35, of Jamaica, 
New York, was a radar navigator assigned to the 
4133rd Bombardment Wing. On July 7, 1967, 
Avolese was part of the crew of a B-52D 
Stratofortress bomber conducting a bombing mission 
from Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, to a target in 
Vietnam. During a maneuver over the South China 
Sea, Avolese’s bomber collided with another B-52, 
causing both aircraft to fall into the sea. Four of the 
crew members from his aircraft were rescued, but 
Avolese was never recovered. He was declared dead 
on July 24, 1967. He was buried July 24, 2021, in 
Springfield, Oregon. Read about Avolese. 
-- Air Force 1st Lt. Alva R. “Ray” Krogman, 25, of 
Worland, Wyoming, was a pilot assigned to the 504th 
Tactical Air Support Group, 7th Air Force, on 
temporary duty with the 23rd Tactical Air Support 
Squadron operating out of Nakhon Royal Phanom 
Thai Air Force Base, Thailand. On Jan. 17, 1967, he 
was flying an O1-F Birddog aircraft on a 
reconnaissance mission in Savannakhet Province, 
Laos. Krogman’s aircraft was hit by enemy fire and 
went down. Search and rescue operations began 
immediately, but were shut down within a few hours 
after one of the search and rescue aircraft was also 
shot down. Krogman was never recovered and was 
declared killed in action on Jan. 31, 1967. He was 
buried July 21, 2021, in his hometown. Read about 
Krogman.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5uuTxX46yw&t=170s
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2361765/airman-accounted-for-from-vietnam-war-avolese-p/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2273443/pilot-accounted-for-from-vietnam-war-krogman-a/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2273443/pilot-accounted-for-from-vietnam-war-krogman-a/


-- Army 1st Lt. James E. Wright, 25, was assigned 
to Company F, 2nd Battalion, 11th Infantry Regiment, 
5th Infantry Division. On the morning of Sept. 8, 1944, 
Wright’s unit was part of a larger force ordered to 
cross the river and take up a position in the woods on 
the east side. The force held their position against 
relentless German attack, taking heavy losses. 
During the night of Sept. 10 and into the morning of 
Sept. 11 most of the soldiers were able to retreat 
across the river. However, Wright was among the 
soldiers reported missing that night. His body was 
unable to be recovered. Interment services are 
pending. Read about Wright.  
-- Army Pfc. Bill Morrison, 29, was assigned to 
Company G, 2nd Battalion, 110th Infantry Regiment, 
28th Infantry Division. His unit was engaged in battle 
with German forces in the Raffelsbrand sector of the 
Hürtgen Forest, near Hürtgen, Germany, when he 
was reported killed in action on Nov. 8, 1944. His 
body was not able to be recovered. Interment 
services are pending. Read about Morrison. 
-- Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Alan E. Petersen, 23, 
was assigned to the 345th Bombardment Squadron 
(Heavy), 98th Bombardment Group (Heavy), 9th Air 
Force. On Aug. 1, 1943, the B-24 Liberator aircraft on 
which Petersen was serving as a bombardier crashed 
as a result of enemy anti-aircraft fire during Operation 
Tidal Wave, north of Bucharest, Romania. His 
remains were not identified following the war. 
Interment services are pending. Read about 
Petersen. 
-- Army Pvt. Stephen C. Mason, 21, was assigned 
to Headquarters Co., 505th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division. He was reported 
missing in action during Operation Market Garden 
after his patrol failed to return from a mission to the 
enemy lines near Beek, Netherlands, on Nov. 3, 
1944. His body was unable to be recovered. 
Interment services are pending. Read about Mason. 
-- Army Pfc. Berton J. McQueen, 20, was assigned 
to Company D, 1st Battalion, 141st Infantry 
Regiment, 36th Infantry Division. In August 1944, his 
unit landed on the southern coast of France as part of 
Operation Dragoon. He was mortally wounded by 
German artillery shrapnel and taken to an aid station 
where he died Nov. 23, 1944. German troops 
withdrew from the area several days later, but 
McQueen’s body was not found. Interment services 
are pending. Read about McQueen. 
 

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2700537/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-wright-j/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2701719/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-morrison-b/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2703297/airman-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-petersen-a/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2703297/airman-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-petersen-a/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2703540/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-mason-s/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2704132/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-mcqueen-b/


  

 

Click here to view this week’s edition. 
 

Click here for past editions of the VFW Action Corps Weekly. 
 

Click here to sign up new veterans’ advocates. 
 

As always, we want to hear your advocacy stories. To share your stories or photos with us, simply email 
them directly to vfwac@vfw.org. 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweeklyarchive
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org

