
 

* This is the last edition of the Action Corps Weekly for 2022. The next edition will be on Monday, 
Jan. 9, 2023. We wish you a wonderful holiday season! * 

 

December 19, 2022 

 

 

 

Last Chance for Congress to Support Veterans 
this Year: The Senate must pass this critically 
needed legislation before the end of the 117th 

Congress. Contact your senators today and tell them 
to pass H.R. 1361, Advancing Uniform Transportation 
Opportunities for Veterans Act, known as the AUTO 

for Veterans Act; H.R. 1836, Guard and Reserve GI 
Bill Parity Act of 2021; H.R. 6411, Support The 
Resiliency of Our Nation's Great Veterans Act of 

2022, known as the STRONG Veterans Act of 2022; 
and S. 2513, Brian Neuman Department of Veterans 
Affairs Clothing Allowance Improvement Act of 

2021.The VFW urges the Senate to finish the job on 
veterans legislation this year. Our veterans cannot 
afford to wait any longer for these benefits. TAKE 

ACTION! 
 
 

 

Expedited Processing of PACT Act Claims for 
Veterans with Terminal Illnesses: VA announced it 
began processing PACT Act benefits claims for 

eligible terminally ill veterans as of Dec.12. While 
PACT Act claims for all other veterans will begin on 
Jan. 1, 2023, VA was able to expedite processing for 

terminally ill veterans to ensure these veterans 
receive their earned benefits on the earliest possible 
date. “These Veterans have stepped up to serve our 

country in the times when we needed them most — 
and now it’s our job to step up for them,” said VA 
Secretary Denis McDonough. “It’s the right thing to do 

to get these heroes the world-class health care and 
benefits they’ve earned as soon as possible, and 
that’s exactly what we’re going to do.” Read more or 

contact a VFW Service Officer to assist with your 
claim. 
 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1361/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%221361%22%2C%221361%22%5D%7D&r=2&s=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1836/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%221836%22%2C%221836%22%5D%7D&r=2&s=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6411/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%226411%22%2C%226411%22%5D%7D&r=38&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2513/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%222513%22%2C%222513%22%5D%7D&r=2&s=3
https://www.votervoice.net/VFW/Campaigns/99333/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/VFW/Campaigns/99333/Respond
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5848
https://www.vfw.org/assistance/va-claims-separation-benefits


 

End of "Widow's Tax" Survivor Benefit Offset: 
Beginning on Feb. 1, 2023, surviving spouses 

enrolled in the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) program 
will receive their full payment from DOD and their full 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) 

payment from VA. This will be the first SBP annuity 
payday after the SBP-DIC Offset is fully eliminated, 
which takes effect on Jan. 1, 2023. This offset was 

eliminated as part of VFW-supported legislation that 
was incorporated into the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2020. In 

addition, the 2020 NDAA eliminated the SBP Optional 
Annuity for Dependent Children as of Jan. 1, 2023, 
with final payments being sent to the child on Jan. 3, 

2023. After this date, SBP payments will revert to the 
surviving spouse, unless the surviving spouse is not 
eligible to receive payments. Read more.  

 
 

 

VA Health Care Open Enrollment: As part of 

the PACT Act, VA has expanded health care eligibility 
for certain veterans who were discharged after Sept. 
11, 2001, and before Oct. 1, 2013. A one-year open 

enrollment period began on Oct. 1, 2022, for this 
group of veterans depending on their dates and 
locations of service, regardless of disability claim 

status. Once the open enrollment period has closed, 
veterans from this group will be eligible for VA health 
care as part of a phase-in process depending on 

discharge date. Learn more about 
your eligibility and apply today. 
 

 

 

Defeating the Holiday Blues: For many veterans, 
the holiday season intensifies feelings of stress, 

depression, anxiety, and loneliness. Creating a 
community and building connections are ways to 
combat the holiday blues and provide a sense of 

purpose. For those unable to meet in person with 
family and friends, you can schedule video calls, 
online game nights, or virtual dinners, workouts, and 

watch parties. You can also volunteer with local VFW 
Posts and veteran support organizations in your area. 
Read more. 

 
  

https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/survivors/SBP-2023-Optional-Child-Annuity-Reversion/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/survivors/SBP-DIC-News/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/how-to-apply/
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/


 

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency announced one burial update and two new 

identifications for service members who have been 
missing and unaccounted-for from World War II and 
Korea. Returning home for burial with full military 

honors are: 
-- Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Michael Uhrin, 21, of 
Metuchen, New Jersey, was assigned to 369th 

Bombardment Squadron, 306th Bombardment Group, 
40th Combat Wing, 8th Air Force. On Oct. 14, 1943, 
the B-17F Flying Fortress bomber on which Uhrin 

was serving as a radio operator was shot down by 
enemy fighters. The surviving crew reported he was 
killed before the plane crashed. Following the war, his 

remains could not be identified. He will be buried in 
his hometown on a date yet to be determined. Read 
about Uhrin. 

-- Army Pfc. James L. Miller, 21, was assigned to 
Company K, 3rd Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment, 
25th Infantry Division. He was reported killed in action 

on July 30, 1950, when his unit took part in the 
unsuccessful defense against North Korean forces 
near the town of Sangju, South Korea. Following the 

war, his remains could not be recovered and there 
was no evidence that he was a prisoner of war. 
Interment services are pending. Read about Miller. 

-- Army Pfc. William L. Simon, 20, was assigned to 
Company G, 2nd Battalion,109th Infantry Regiment, 
28th Infantry Division. He was reported killed in action 

on Nov. 5, 1944, when his unit was engaged in battle 
with German forces near Hürtgen, Germany. 
Following the war, his remains could not be 

recovered and there was no evidence that he was a 
prisoner of war. Interment services are pending. Read 
about Simon. 

 
  

  

Click here to view this week’s edition. 
Click here for past editions of the VFW Action Corps Weekly. 

 

Click here to sign up new veterans’ advocates. 
 

As always, we want to hear your advocacy stories. To share your stories or photos with us, simply email 

them directly to vfwac@vfw.org. 

 

 

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3040157/airman-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-uhrin-m/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3040157/airman-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-uhrin-m/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3243599/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-miller-j/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3243586/soldier-accounted-for-from-ww-ii-simon-w/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3243586/soldier-accounted-for-from-ww-ii-simon-w/
https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweeklyarchive
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org

