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House Hearing on Survivor Outreach: The House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs held an oversight 
hearing on gaps in VA’s outreach to survivors for 

benefits and services. VFW Auxiliary member 
Gabriella Kubinyi spoke about the VFW’s concerns 
regarding claims processing and delivery of health 

care, specifically in relation to mental health. She also 
addressed support for an increase in Dependency 
and Indemnity Compensation (DIC). Kubinyi said, 

“Every family should be fully aware that when the 
veteran dies, whatever benefits they were receiving 
will end.” She continued by sharing her own survivor 

experience with Vet Center services and education 
assistance. As a former case worker for the VFW, 
she assisted many spouses who were not expecting 

or prepared for the abrupt end to compensation once 
their loved ones died. “Year after year, the VFW and 
advocates like me ask Congress to improve on a 
variety of survivor issues, and legislation is drafted 

but never receives the needed votes to enact 
significant changes,” Kubinyi said. “I strongly urge this 
committee to find pathways necessary to make sure 

survivor benefits are taken seriously and not pushed 
off again for the next Congress.” Read the testimony 
or watch the hearing, which begins at the 4:15 mark. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/national-legislative-service/congressional-testimony/2024/1/the-one-percent-supporting-americas-surviving-military-family-community
https://veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6360


 

End-of-Life Benefits Planning: VA has a campaign 
designed to inform veterans and their family members 

about end-of-life benefits. Being aware of available 
benefits and services before a veteran passes away 
can make it easier to navigate the process and plan 

accordingly. Learn more about resources and options 
for yourself and your family. 
 

 
  

 

 

 

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency announced two burial updates for service 

members who have been missing and unaccounted 
for from World War II. Returning home for burial with 
full military honors are:  

-- Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Henry L. Stevens, 23, 
of Monroe, Louisiana, was assigned to the 557th 
Bombardment Squadron, 387th Bombardment Group, 

Ninth U.S. Air Force. He was killed in action on Dec. 
23, 1944. He will be buried on March 8, 2024, in 
Bushnell, Florida. Read about Stevens. 

-- Army Pvt. Earl E.R. Seibert, 23, of Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, was a member of Headquarters 
Company, 803rd Engineer Battalion. He was among 

those captured in the surrender of the Bataan 
peninsula on April 9, 1942, and he died while a 
prisoner of war on July 27 that same year. Interment 

services are pending. Read about Seibert. 
 
 

 
 

Click here to view this week’s edition. 

 
Click here for past editions of the VFW Action Corps Weekly. 

 

Click here to view VFW-supported bills in the 118th Congress. 
 

Click here to sign up new veterans’ advocates. 

 
As always, we want to hear your advocacy stories. To share your stories or photos with us, simply email 

them directly to vfwac@vfw.org. 

 

 

https://www.va.gov/initiatives/end-of-life-benefits/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3660329/airman-accounted-for-from-wwii-stevens-h/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3658940/soldier-accounted-for-from-wwii-seibert-e/
https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweeklyarchive
https://votervoice.net/VFW/bills
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org

