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Congress Approves Emergency VA Funding: The 
Senate passed the House-introduced emergency 
appropriations bill to cover the VA’s $3 billion-dollar 
budgetary shortfall. If a spending bill had not passed 
by the end of the week, the results would have been 
financially devastating to millions of veterans. It’s 
worth noting that this bill would not have passed with 
bipartisan support if not for veteran advocates within 
Congress and the veteran community. The nearly 7 
million veterans who rely on VA benefits, to include 
disability compensation and even the GI Bill, can now 
have peace of mind that benefits will be delivered on 
time, October 1. 
 
 

 

VFW Testifies at House Subcommittee Oversight 
Hearing: VFW Washington Office Executive Director 
Ryan Gallucci testified at a House Subcommittee on 
Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs oversight 
hearing on how the VA can improve the quality of 
contracted disability compensation examinations. In 
this fiscal year alone, VA reported that more than 
217,000 exams were returned to VA as “no-shows.” 
Gallucci commented, “At a time when VA is 
processing more benefits than ever before, we have 
the responsibility to make this process as user-
friendly as possible.” Read the testimony or watch the 
hearing, which begins at the 17:12 mark. 
 

https://docs.house.gov/meetings/VR/VR09/20240918/117645/HHRG-118-VR09-Wstate-GallucciR-20240918.pdf
https://veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6544
https://veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6544


 

VFW Addresses Food Insecurity: VFW Assistant 
Director of Field Operations Cindy Noel traveled to 
Capitol Hill to meet with the For Country Caucus 
(FCC) for a discussion on how food insecurity 
impacts service members and veterans. According to 
the FCC, their focus is to provide its military veteran 
members the opportunity to work together across 
party lines to pass comprehensive legislation 
regarding national security, veterans affairs, and 
national service. Noel's remarks emphasized the 
challenges involved during the periods of active duty, 
transition, and after separation from the Armed 
Forces. 
 
 

 

Massage Therapy Fraud Warning: The VA Office of 
Inspector General (OIG) is asking veterans to assist 
in stopping billing fraud for massage therapy. 
Because VA provides coverage that many other 
insurers do not, massage therapy is an area that bad 
actors are exploiting. According to OIG, the most 
common type of fraud entails billing for services not 
rendered or upcharging for therapy received. Learn 
how you can help. 
 
 

 

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency announced nine identifications and five burial 
updates for service members who have been missing 
and unaccounted for from World War II and the 
Korean War. 
 

Identifications: 
-- World War II Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Wylie W. 
Leverett 
-- World War II Navy Chief Electrician’s Mate John J. 
Campbell 
-- World War II Army Tech Sgt. Thomas O. Moss 
-- World War II Army Pvt. Willard D. Merrill 
-- World War II Army Air Forces Tech5 William E. Eby 
-- World War II Army Air Forces Pvt. Bernard J. 
Curran 
-- World War II Army Air Forces Technical Sgt. Lynn 
M. Farnham 
-- Korean War Army Corporal Billie C. Driver 
-- Korean War Army Sgt. 1st Class Walter A. Ross Jr. 
 
Updates: 
-- World War II Navy Fireman 1st Class Edward D. 
Johnson 

https://www.vaoig.gov/sites/default/files/document/2024-09/medical_billing_fraud_for_massage_therapy.pdf
https://www.vaoig.gov/sites/default/files/document/2024-09/medical_billing_fraud_for_massage_therapy.pdf
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3908726/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3908726/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3908345/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3908345/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3908250/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3905427/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3905353/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3905322/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3905322/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3904095/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3904095/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3906924/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3903616/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3906977/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3906977/


-- World War II Army Tech. Sgt. Charles E. Young Jr. 
-- World War II Navy Chief Carpenter’s Mate Tedd M. 
Furr 
-- World War II Army Corporal Raymond N. DeCloss 
-- Korean War Army Sgt. 1st Class Raymond E. Hall 
 

   

  

Click here to view this week’s edition. 
 

Click here for past editions of the VFW Action Corps Weekly. 
 

Click here to view VFW-supported bills in the 118th Congress. 
 

Click here to sign up new veterans’ advocates. 
 

As always, we want to hear your advocacy stories. To share your stories or photos with us, simply email 
them directly to vfwac@vfw.org. 

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3809445/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3907030/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3907030/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3809496/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Press-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3816978/
https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweeklyarchive
https://votervoice.net/VFW/bills
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org

