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National Scholarship Winners 

First-place winner Daniela Mare, from Lake Ronkonkoma, NY, represented the VFW 
Department of New York, and was awarded the $30,000 T.C. Selman Memorial Scholarship. 

Second-place winner Kinley Bollinger, from Powell, WY, represented the VFW Department of 
Wyoming, and was awarded the $16,000 Charles Kuralt Memorial Scholarship.  

Third-place winner Crissa Esse, from Southgate, MI, represented the VFW Department of 
Michigan, and was awarded the $10,000 VFW Scholarship.  

Fourth-place winner Ashley Homme, from Rochester, MN, represented the VFW Department of 
Minnesota, and was awarded the $7,000 LeRoy Moorhead Memorial Scholarship.  

Fifth-place winner Leo Goldberg, from Lincoln, NE, represented the VFW Department of 
Nebraska, and was awarded the $5,000 Floyd County VFW Post 3281, New Albany Indiana 
Scholarship.  

Sixth-place winner Laurel Adams, from Norwalk, WI, represented the VFW Department of 
Wisconsin, and was awarded the $5,000 Rehoboth Beach Post 7447 and Auxiliary Dept. of 
Delaware Scholarship.  

Seventh-place winner Phebe Ramsdell, from Layton, UT, represented the VFW Department of 
Utah, and was awarded the $4,000 Department of Indiana and Auxiliary Scholarship & 
Department of New Jersey Howard E. Vander Clute Scholarship (combined).  

Eighth-place winner Colin Campbell, from Panama City, FL, represented the VFW Department 
of Florida, and was awarded the $4,000 Department of Minnesota William F. Halsey Memorial.  

Ninth-place winner Daksha Pillai, from Lexington, KY, represented the VFW Department of 
Kentucky, and was awarded the $3,500 Department of New York and Auxiliary, Rev. Albert G. 
Salmon Memorial Scholarship.  



Tenth-place winner Vaibhavi Mahajan, from Brandon, MS, represented the VFW Department of 
Mississippi, and was awarded the $3,500 Class 122 VOD and Department of Illinois and 
Auxiliary Scholarship (Combined). 

Natalie Sissac, from Batavia, IL, represented the VFW Department of Illinois, and was awarded 
the $3,000 Joseph and Irene Hansen Memorial Scholarship (MD). 

Chance Bonfanti, from Peabody, MA, represented the VFW Department of Massachusetts, and 
was awarded the $2,500 Daniel Sean Wallace Memorial Scholarships (NJ).  

Katherine Rosinski, from Scottdale, GA, represented the VFW Department of Georgia, and was 
awarded the $2,500 Troy and Sandy Rothbart Memorial Scholarship (NY).  

Alex Carpenter, from Troy, TN, represented the VFW Department of Tennessee, and was 
awarded the $2,000 Jesse A. Lewis Memorial Scholarship (CA).  

Elijah Johnson, from Spencer, IN, represented the VFW Department of Indiana, and was 
awarded the $2,000 Silver Spring Memorial Post 2562 Scholarship (MD).  

Emalyn Osborne, from Watertown, CT, represented the VFW Department of Connecticut, and 
was awarded the $2,000 Department of Arizona and Auxiliary Harry A. Kosht Memorial 
Scholarship.  

Veronika Sokol, from Troy, NH, represented the VFW Department of New Hampshire, and was 
awarded the $2,000 Department of California and Auxiliary Scholarship.  

Natalie Keller, from Selah, WA, represented the VFW Department of Washington, and was 
awarded the $2,000 Department of Illinois VFW – Ray Soden/George Cramer Scholarship.  

Mason Thomas, from Tigard, OR, represented the VFW Department of Oregon, and was 
awarded the $2,000 Department of Wisconsin Wally Hogan/Tom Tradewell Commanders-in-
Chief Scholarship.  

Sydney Christner,  from Hanover, PA, represented the VFW Department of Pennsylvania, and 
was awarded the $2,000 Department of Kentucky and Auxiliary Brian Duffy and Marion Watson 
Scholarship.  

Mary Copeland, from Lexington, SC, represented the VFW Department of South Carolina, and 
was awarded the $2,000 Francis J. Tallman Memorial Scholarship & Robert A. Stock Memorial 
Scholarship (NY) (combined).  

Rebecca Joseph, from Walnut Creek, CA, represented the VFW Department of California, and 
was awarded the $2,000 Walter and Doris Marshall Memorial Scholarship (MT) & Southern 
Conference Scholarship (combined).  



Abigail Marster, from Wiesbaden, Germany, represented the VFW Department of Europe, and 
was awarded the $2,000 Mr. and Mrs. James H. Black Scholarship (NC) & Jane Young 
Memorial Scholarship (OH) (combined).  

Alexis Jacqueline Reducto, from Pompton Lakes, NJ, represented the VFW Department of New 
Jersey, and was awarded the $2,000 Department of Alabama Scholarship & Department of 
Georgia James H. “Sloppy” Floyd Memorial Scholarship (combined).  

Elise Perry, from Rolesville, NC, represented the VFW Department of North Carolina, and was 
awarded the $2,000 Department of Georgia R.D. “Bulldog” Smith, Jr. Scholarship & Department 
of Ohio Chester J. Koch Memorial Scholarship (combined).  

Elizabeth Cunningham, from Burlington, VT, represented the VFW Department of Vermont, and 
was awarded the $2,000 Department of Connecticut and Auxiliary Scholarship & Stephen and 
Elsie Riordan Memorial Scholarship (NJ) (combined).  

Madison Tryon, from Pasadena, MD, represented the VFW Department of Maryland, and was 
awarded the $2,000 Larry W. Rivers Scholarship (LA) & Department of Illinois Scott Post 4183 
Scholarship (combined).  

Sydney Steadman, from Soldotna, AK, represented the VFW Department of Alaska, and was 
awarded the $2,000 All American Post 284 Scholarship (D.C.) & Bernard J. Michels, Post 9610 
and Auxiliary Scholarship (combined).  

Brandon Uzl, from Broadview Heights, OH, represented the VFW Department of Ohio, and was 
awarded the $2,000 Juanita Crowe-Durbino, Department of Tennessee Scholarship & Ervin and 
Lorraine Rothenbuhler Scholarship (MD) (combined).  

Anjali Ghafoerkhan, from Woodbridge, VA, represented the VFW Department of Virginia, and 
was awarded the $2,000 Fridley VFW Post 363 and Auxiliary Scholarship (MN) & Department 
of Michigan and Auxiliary Scholarship (combined).  

AdyLynn Anderson, from Fort Sill, OK, represented the VFW Department of Oklahoma, and 
was awarded the $1,500 Department of New Hampshire Scholarship.  

Felicity Roberts, from Southlake, TX, represented the VFW Department of Texas, and was 
awarded the $1,500 Department of Missouri and Auxiliary Scholarship.  

Galey McKelvain, from Fairhope, AL, represented the VFW Department of Alabama, and was 
awarded the $1,500 Department of New Mexico and Auxiliary Scholarship.  

Kathryn Doom, from Wagner , SD, represented the VFW Department of South Dakota, and was 
awarded the $1,500 Department of Massachusetts Edward A. Nardi Scholarship.  

Zachary Gardner, from Fayetteville, AR, represented the VFW Department of Arkansas, and was 
awarded the $1,500 Department of Colorado and Auxiliary Scholarship.  



Mattea Traum, from Arvada, CO, represented the VFW Department of Colorado, and was 
awarded the $1,500 Department of Arkansas and Auxiliary Les Thone Memorial Scholarship. 

Emma Kratcha, from Hankinson, ND, represented the VFW Department of North Dakota, and 
was awarded the $1,000 Department of Wyoming and Auxiliary Scholarship.  

Jaylee Ball, from Terreton, ID, represented the VFW Department of Idaho, and was awarded the 
$1,000 Roy Chandler VFW Post 762 and Auxiliary Scholarship (ND).  

Zoe Miklich, from Dayton, NV, represented the VFW Department of Nevada, and was awarded 
the $1,000 Department of Tennessee Cooper T. Holt - John Furgess Scholarship.  

Madelein Saed, from Caribou, ME, represented the VFW Department of Maine, and was 
awarded the $1,000 Department of Kansas and Auxiliary Robert R. Whipple Memorial 
Scholarship.  

Gowri Biju, from Chandler, AZ, represented the VFW Department of Arizona, and was awarded 
the $1,000 Arthur W. Jones VFW Post 7564 and Auxiliary Scholarship (ND).  

Megan Chevalier, from Portsmouth, RI, represented VFW Department of Rhode Island, and was 
awarded the $1,000 Department of Pennsylvania Joseph L. Vicites Memorial Scholarship.  

Jorja Harrison, from Urbana, MO, represented the VFW Department of Missouri, and was 
awarded the $1,000 Department of Hawaii and Auxiliary Scholarship.  

Aaron Liwanag, from Kapolei, HI, represented the VFW Department of Hawaii, and was 
awarded the $1,000 Ray Sisk Memorial Scholarship (CA).  

Sandra Adams, from Beverly, KS, represented the VFW Department of Kansas, and was 
awarded the $1,000 Department of Mississippi Toxie K. Stapleton Post 6473 Luther J. Cox 
Memorial Scholarship.  

Meghna Pramoda, from Guaynabo, PR, represented the VFW Department of Unaffiliated, and 
was awarded the $1,000 Department of Idaho and Auxiliary Scholarship.  

Cole Taylor, from Larslan, MT, represented the VFW Department of Montana, and was awarded 
the $1,000 Gilbert N. Nelson - Post 1326 and their Auxiliary - Bismarck, North Dakota 
Scholarship.  

Samuel Winston, from Milford, DE, represented the VFW Department of Delaware, and was 
awarded the $1,000 Department of Mississippi VFW and Auxiliary Bernard McClelland 
Memorial Scholarship.  

Samantha Shih, from Taichung, Taiwan, represented the VFW Department of Pacific Areas, and 
was awarded the $1,000 Department of Florida John M. “Jack” Carney Scholarship.  



Vaishnavi Kumbala, from Metarie, LA, represented the VFW Department of Louisiana, and was 
awarded the $1,000 Department of Maine Scholarship “to Remember the U.S.S. Maine.”  

Korah Lewis, from Lewisburg, WV, represented the VFW Department of West Virginia, and 
was awarded the $1,000 Department of Nevada and Auxiliary Scholarship.  

Hanna Knoll, from Garner, IA, represented the VFW Department of Iowa, and was awarded the 
$1,000 Commander-in-Chief Richard L. Eubank and 2010-2011 Department Commanders 
Scholarship (CA). 

Antwone Elliott, from Las Lunas, NM, represented the VFW Department of New Mexico, and 
was awarded the $1,000 Mr. and Mrs. John Biedrzycki and the 2015 Homecoming Committee 
Scholarship (PA) Combined 




