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WASHINGTON — For the members the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), as well as the
millions of others who have worn the cloth of our military, all veterans share a common
bond. At one time in their lives, they raised their right hand and solemnly swore an oath to
“support and defend the Constitution of the United States.” No matter if they served for two
years or 42 years, all veterans sacrificed something to serve their country, and if called upon,
to lay down their lives in defense of it. Every one of them have a story to tell. However, those
who have served only make up roughly one percent of our nation’s population, and with the
end of our nation’s longest war and the veteran population dwindling, it’s important to
remember why we have Veterans Day in the first place.

Initially called Armistice Day to commemorate the end of World War I, it was officially
adopted in 1926 through a congressional resolution. It became a national holiday 12 years
later by similar congressional action. Now, if WWI had been "the war to end all wars" as it
was called, Nov. 11 might be still called Armistice Day. However, World War II would prove
otherwise. Realizing that peace was equally preserved by veterans of WWII and Korea,
Congress decided to make the day an occasion to honor all those who have served America.
In 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a bill proclaiming Nov. 11 as Veterans Day.
Since then, Veterans Day would come to acknowledge veterans of all wars, and then all who
once served in the U.S. military. The 2023 White House proclamation on Veterans Day can
be found here.

The VFW will serve as host veteran service organization for the 70th annual National
Veterans Day Observance, taking place on Veterans Day at the Memorial Amphitheater at
Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia. VFW National Commander Duane
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Sarmiento will represent the more than 1.4 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliary at
the event and lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on the VFW’s behalf.

“It’s not lost on me how much of a privilege it is to host and be a part of the nation’s
Veterans Day ceremony on such hallowed ground,” said Sarmiento. “Arlington is a
testament to the sacrifices made by our brave men and women in uniform, and to the
profound bond that exists between those who have served, and those who have stood by
them in support. Every day is Veterans Day.”

Veterans Day not only honors those who have served and sacrificed in defense of our nation,
but also recognizes the enduring spirit of duty, honor, and selflessness that characterizes
our veterans. But beyond the free meals, discounts, tributes, and platitudes given to
veterans on this day, there is also an opportunity to truly show them your appreciation. If
you find a veteran, ask them a few questions. Ask them when they served, where they
served, in what branch they served, what they did while they served, what it was like to
serve, and finally, why did they serve. Listen to their story and then you will truly know
about the service you are thanking them for. It will make all the difference to them and
might give you a greater appreciation for our veterans and the freedoms they ensured we
can all enjoy.
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